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The PM 2.5 level recorded at Tiruchy 
on Tuesday. Nitrogen dioxide level 
was at 35 µg/m3 against the 
prescribed standard of 80 µg/m3
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Two yrs on, `13-cr 
fish & meat market 
reeks of neglect
P  T H I R U S E L V A M  @ Tiruchy

THE city corporation built a 
modern fish-cum-meat market 
complex at `13.49 crore on East 
Boulevard Road under the Smart 
Cities Mission in 2024.  Two 
years on, cracks have appeared 
at several places on the walls, 
and drains are clogged causing 
wastewater to overflow.  

Spread across 25,000 sq ft, the 
two-storey facility has 148 stalls 
and parking space for around 200 
two-wheelers. While all 74 
ground-floor shops are occupied, 
most of  the shops on first-floor 
remain vacant allegedly because 
the rent is high.

Waste water from the fish, 
poultry and meat shops stag-
nates on the floor inside the com-
plex and parking area. Besides 
emanating foul smell, it has 
turned the area slippery.Vendors 
occupy the walkways by placing 
vessels, cages and ice boxes, leav-
ing little space for customers.
Though three barrels have been 
provided for waste collection, 
vendors allegedly dump fish and 
meat waste on the floor.

Residents said the foul smell, 
dirty surroundings and wet 
floors have discouraged some 
people from visiting. The toilet 
in the market is not properly 
maintained.  Vendors said it is 
often locked or unusable. They 
also alleged that some workers 
consume alcohol inside the mar-
ket after business hours and 
leave empty bottles behind.

A member of  meat sellers as-
sociation, who did not wish to be 
named, told TNIE, “Several peo-
ple consume liquor and even 
smoke ganja here every day, and 
leave behind empty bottles. Due 
to the lack of  a proper toilet, we 
have to use private toilets near 

the vegetable market.” He add-
ed, “If  we hammer a nail into 
the wall, the plaster falls off. The 
problems have continued de-
spite repeated complaints. The 
authorities do not inspect the 
market. They clean the place 
only when politicians or higher 
officers visit.”

Rajeswari Mukundhan, a resi-
dent of  Mahalakshmi Nagar, said, 
“We have to walk through waste-
water. The foul smell is unbeara-
ble, and the poor parking arrange-
ments have made the market 
extremely inconvenient.”

“There is hardly any space to 
walk. Sometimes, many people, 
including me, leave without 
buying after being pushed and 
squeezed in the crowded space,” 
said Kumar, another visitor. 

A senior Tiruchy Corpora-
tion official said, “We are aware 
that waste is being dumped on 
the premises despite the provi-
sion of  barrels. We will inspect 
the market and take action.”

State-owned sugar 
mill records loss of 
`28-cr in 2025-26
THANJAVUR: The state-owned 
Arignar Anna Sugar Mills re-
corded a loss of   `28.13 crore 
during 2025-26 against a loss of  
`37.87 crore in 2024-25. The 
crushing of  sugarcane below 
the installed capacity with re-
duced reduction in recovery rate 
led to the loss. During 2025-26 
crushing season, 1.29 lakh 
tonnes were crushed in the mill 
and with a recovery rate of  8%, 
this was disclosed at the 51st an-
nual general body meeting of  
Tamil Nadu Sugar corporation 
Ltd held at the Thanjavur collec-
torate on Tuesday. 

Continuous efforts are being 
taken to improve the position 
and also to control the adminis-
trative and production costs. Be-
sides, efforts are being made to 
restructure loans to improve the 
financial position of  the mill, 
the meeting added. The 2026-27 
crushing season will begin on 
December 11. Farmers, who are 
shareholders of the mill, de-
manded `709/tonne special in-
centive. ENS

`46L for dousing blaze sparks smoke of suspicion in Karur
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Karur

THE city corporation council 
on Tuesday unanimously re-
fused to approve a resolution 
tabled by Mayor Kavitha Gane-
san to clear `46 lakh expenses 
incurred to douse a blaze that 
broke out in a garbage dump in 
July, alleging irregularities.

Objecting to the resolution, 
councillor M Thandapani of  
CPI (ward 41) said “The cost of  
a tanker-load of  water is men-
tioned as `2,700. Even if  200 
tankers were used, the expend-
iture would have been only ̀ 5.4 
lakh. How did the expenditure 
come to `46 lakh? The resolu-
tion should be passed only af-
ter placing the proper accounts 
before all the council,” he 

said.
Following his opposition, 

Mayor Kavitha announced that 
the resolution would be 
deferred. 

Later, Kavitha said it 
took 10 days to put out 
the massive fire and 
the efforts warranted 
such an expenditure. 

Speaking to TNIE, 
she said “The fire broke 
out on July 15 midnight, requir-
ing 15 teams from the Fire and 
Rescue Services departments 
in Karur, Tiruchy and Salem. 
Apart from 10 water tankers 
from local players, we mobi-
lised seven earth movers to as-
sist the personnel of  the Fire 
and Rescue Services depart-
ment. Earthmover operators 

charge around ̀ 2,500/hour. Be-
sides this, sanitation workers, 
police personnel and volun-
teers were also actively in-

volved in bringing the fire 
under control. We need-
ed to provide food, wa-
ter and refreshments to 
the personnel from all 
the departments. We 

have all the records of  
the expenses incurred dur-

ing the operation,”  she 
elaborated.

During the meeting, council-
lors raised concerns about the 
wage paid to sanitation work-
ers. They said that contract 
sanitation workers were cur-
rently being paid `550/day. 
However, they should be paid 
`650, as stated by officials dur-

ing their recent protest. Proper 
safety equipment was not being 
provided to sanitation workers, 
they said, and urged the corpo-
ration to provide them with the 
required protective equipment 
as per government norms.

Commissioner Birathiviraj 
assured that the issue would be 
examined and steps would be 
taken to provide the necessary 
equipment.

Subsequently, 13 resolutions 
were deferred at the meeting, 
including one related to allega-
tions of  no one was coming for-
ward to rent shops at the old 
bus stand commercial complex 
after the shops were auctioned 
online at high rents. A total of  
76 resolutions were passed at 
the meeting.

Govt disrespecting us, not implementing new projects: Councillors
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tiruchy

MAYOR Mu Anbalagan and 
councillors of  the DMK on 
Tuesday charged the state gov-
ernment with disrespecting 
representatives of  local bodies 
and not carrying out develop-
ment work. 

Speaking at the monthly 
meeting of  the Corporation 
Council, DMK councillors, who 
had come in black attire, said 
officials did not pay heed to 
their requests to carry out re-
pair works or take up new 
projects in their wards. Coun-
cillor of  Ward 57 T Muthusel-
vam (DMK) raised the issue 
and was supported by his party 
colleagues. As the Mayor con-

tinued with the poceedings, 
they walked out.

MMK councillor (Ward 28) 
Faise Ahamed said frequent 
transfer of  officials delayed 
works in his ward, and walked 

out of  the meeting. AIADMK  
councillors demanded that the 
meeting be postponed as sev-
eral members had walked out. 
As the Mayor turned down 
their request, they also walked 

out. Due to insufficient attend-
ance, 43 resolutions could not 
be passed.

Earlier, several DMK 
members, CPM and CPI 
councillors demanded 
solatium of  `50 lakh 
and government job to 
the family of  P Sarathy 
(44), a sanitary worker 
who was sent to Ma-
durai for cleaning work 
during the Meenakshi 
temple consecration 
and died there.  

Speaking to reporters, 
Mayor Anbalagan said, “Three 
commissioners were transferred 
in the last one year, and essen-
tial works have not been given 
priority.  I had submitted a list 

of  21 important projects to the 
commissioner, but none of  them 
has been completed,” he said.

Further, the Mayor at-
tacked HR&CE minis-
ter S Ramesh for ignor-
i n g  l o c a l  b o d y 
representatives. “Re-
cently the minister 
held a review meeting 
with corporation offi-
cials, but neither me 
nor deputy mayor or 
councillors were in-
formed about it. This is 
not acceptable. At least 

the commissioner should have 
informed us. The minister and 
officials should ensure that 
such incidents do not happen 
again,” he said.

DMK councilors came to the monthly council  meeting wearing black. They raised 
slogans and walked out protesting non-implementation of projects |  MK ASHOK KUMAR
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Two killed in separate accidents in Pudukai
PUDUKKOTTAI: Two persons were killed in separate accidents in 
Pudukkottai on Monday. In the first incident at Kammakadu, M 
Divakar (18) died after he was struck by the rotator of a tractor 
while he was cleaning it. He sustained severe injuries and died 
on the spot. In the other incident, M Chithambaram (48) of 
Kallukattupatti was killed after a speeding car hit his bike while 
crossing the road. He died while being taken to hospital.  ENS

MP seeks electric loco maintenance shed
TIRUCHY: Lok Sabha member Durai Vaiko met the General 
Manager of Southern Railway in Chennai and urged him to set up 
an electric locomotive maintenance facility at Ponmalai railway 
workshop and allocate the required funds. Despite the extensive 
electrification of railway routes across Southern Railway, the 
Ponmalai workshop does not have dedicated facilities for electric 
locomotives, Durai Vaiko said in a representation.  ENS

(Top) Cracks on walls of the market; 
Wastewater flows out till  the parking 
area due to clogged drain |  MK ASHOK KUMAR

Minister held a 
review meeting 

with corporation 
officials, but 

neither me nor 
deputy mayor 
were informed

Mayor Mu Anbalagan

OFFICE OF MEMBER SECRETARY, RAJASTHAN MEDICARE RELIEF SOCIETY
MAHARANA BHUPAL GOVERNMENT HOSPITAL, UDAIPUR
No./RMRS/2026-27/486 Dated: 24.09.2026

E Tender No. 05/24/09/2026
NIB No. GHU2627A0021

  Following Bid at Member Secretary, R.M.R.S., Maharana Bhupal Govt. Hospital, Udaipur are 
invited from interested bidder.

Sr. 
No. Tender name UBN No.

1. Supply, Installation and Validation of DNA Sequencing Facility GHU2627GL00300048
Other particular of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, 
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in of the state.                                                        Sd/- 

                                                                                                                              Member Secretary
 Rajasthan Medicare Relief Society
DIPR/C/16510/2026                                                                                              M.B.G.H., Udaipur

Change of Name
I, JEYANTHI SETHURAMAN, 
W/o. Ramanathan, 1204, 
Kamban Nagar, Pudukkottai 
R a j a g o p a l a p u r a m , 
Tamilnadu-622003 shall 
be henceforth known as 
JEYANTHI RAMANATHAN.

JEYANTHI SETHURAMAN
Pudukkottai, 29.09.2026

Change of Name
I, ALWAR, S/o. ARASAN, 
residing at No.2/3, 
North Street, Pappakudi 
North, Udayarpalayam 
Tk., Ariyalur Dt-612903, 
shall henceforth be 
known as AAZHWAR.

ALWAR
Trichy, 29.09.2026

Change of Name
I, MANIRAJ, S/o. 
BASKARAN, residing at 
No.229/720, 15th Ward, 
Mettu Street, Perambalur 
Dt-621212, shall 
henceforth be known as 
ABDUL HALIL.

MANIRAJ
Trichy, 29.09.2026


